
ʻAkia 
Scientific Name: Wikstroemia uva ursi
Origin: Endemic 

Full/Partial Sun

Dry

Well Drained Soil

Moderate Growth 

Small Yellow

Height: 2-6ft
Width:  2-5ft
From Hawaiʻi

Care Tips
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Did you know that your 

tree as the best chance 

of survival if you plant it 
within the 1st week of 

bringing it home?

ʻAkia               Ākia also means "to ferment; very sour, as 
poi.  ʻĀkia is sometimes referred to as the "fish poison 
plant” since its Roots, bark, leaves and stems were used as 
a poison to stupefy fish called hola which were then 
gathered by the early Hawaiians. The plant parts were 
crushed, placed in a porous container, and sunk in salt 
water pools. The fish were safe to eat because ʻākia is not 
known to be poisonous to humans. Reputable sources 
mention that ʻākia was used in old Hawaiʻi as a death 
penalty for those who broke kapu. 

Sometimes called the “fish poison 
plant” since it was used by Early 

Hawaiians to stun fish.

Oʻahu is trying to 
set a record by 
planting 100,000 
trees by 2025!  Your 
new tree can help - 
all you need to do is 
register your tree 
here: 

Register Your Tree

Your tree has the best chance of 
survival if it is planted within the 
first week of bringing it home! Share 
your planted tree by using hashtag 
#ArborDayHawaii
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