
Milo
Scientific Name: Thespesia Populnea
Origin: Polynesian Introduced "Canoe" Plant

Partial / Full 

Moderate/ Moist 

Well Drained Soil

Moderate Growth 

Yellow/ Orange

Height:  30ʻ-50ft'

Width:  30-40ftʻ

Care Tips

Funding for this project is provided in part by the Kaulunani 
Urban and Community Program & the USDA Forest Service, 
Region 5. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, 
and lender.

Arbor Day Hawaiʻi



Did you know that your 

tree as the best chance 

of survival if you plant it 
within the 1st week of 

bringing it home?

Milo                It is a medium sized tree that has a 
pantropical distribution, found on coasts around the 
world. Probably an indigenous tree to Hawaiʻi, 
however, to date, there is no conclusive evidence to 
support milo as indigenous. Milo is easy to grow 
and care for. This is an excellent tree for coastal 
properties that battle with wind and salt spray. Milo 
is not a self-pruning tree. It recovers slowly from 
pruning; be selective about which parts and the 
amount to prune at any one time.

He milo ka la‘au, mimilo ke aloha.
ʻŌlelo Noʻeau | Hawaiian Proverb

Milo is the plant; love goes round and round.
Source: ‘Ōlelo No‘eau: Hawaiian Proverbs & Poetical Sayings by Mary Kawena Puku‘i

Register Your Tree

Oʻahu is trying to set 
a record by planting 
100,000 trees by 2025!  
Your new tree can 
help - all you need to 
do is register your 
tree here: 
https://bit.ly/100ktrees

oahu

Your tree has the best chance of 
survival if it is planted within the first 
week of bringing it home! 
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