
Ma’o hau hele
Scientific Name: Hibiscus brackenridgei
Origin: Endemic to Hawaiʻi

Full sun  

Low Water

Well Drained Soil

Moderate Growth 

White/Yellow/Red

Height: 3-15ft'

Width:  8-15 ft
From Hawaiʻi

Care Tips

Funding for this project is provided in part by the Kaulunani 
Urban and Community Program & the USDA Forest Service, 
Region 5. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, 
and lender.

Arbor Day Hawaiʻi



Ma’o hau hele
sometimes become a small tree growing up to 30 feet tall. 
In the garden, it is most often a 3-15 foot tall shrub. 
Young plants have smooth tan trunks; the trunks of older 
plants have a wrinkled appearance. It is native to dry 
forests and shrub lands and Maʻo hau hele does very well 
in sunny areas such as south and west facing locations in 
the landscape. Over watering can cause powdery mildew 
on leaves as well as stem and root rot. 

The native yellow hibiscus also known as the Pua 
Aloalo or Ma'o-hau-hele, is established and 
designated as the official flower of the State.

Register Your Tree

Oʻahu is trying to set 
a record by planting 
100,000 trees by 2025!  
Your new tree can 
help - all you need to 
do is register your 
tree here: 
https://bit.ly/100ktrees

oahu

Your tree has the best chance of 
survival if it is planted within the first 
week of bringing it home! 

The Hawai‘i State Flower can 
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